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couples who are first confronted with 
this marriage penalty tax? Would any-
body like to defend it? Would anybody 
like to explain that it is fair and 
should be in place? No. 

I have asked that question in all 
kinds of groups with all kinds of back-
grounds and philosophies, and not a 
single hand goes up to defend it. So the 
Senate has a chance to act affirma-
tively in this area the week of April 10. 
I look forward to that. 

THE GONZALEZ MATTER 
Mr. President, finally, and not least, 

obviously there is a lot in the news 
media about the Gonzalez matter. I am 
not sure this is something that Con-
gress should step into. I would like it 
to be handled in an appropriate forum, 
such as a family court, but the Govern-
ment seems to be involved. The Gov-
ernment seems to be determined to 
send this young boy back to Cuba. I 
think that is a mistake, without full 
opportunity for appeals and an appro-
priate court consideration of what is 
best for the young boy. 

We may have some opportunity to 
consider this issue in the Senate. We 
will be careful about how we proceed. 
But I do not think we can stand by as 
if we did not know what was going on. 
So I hope my colleagues will join me in 
giving thought to an appropriate way 
to proceed on this matter. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. If no 
Senator is seeking recognition at this 
point, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HAGEL). The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will now be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The Senator from Nevada. 
f 

BUDGET 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the leader 
is right, this is a historic time. It is 
historic because this is the week we are 
going to begin deliberations on the 
budget that will guide all of our spend-
ing for this year. We have 13 appropria-
tions bills and as soon as the budget is 
adopted, we can start appropriating. 

I hope my friends on the majority 
side of the Senate will understand that 
we really are doing quite well as a 
country. This all began in 1993 when we 
voted on the deficit reduction plan. I 
am sorry to report it was not done in a 
bipartisan fashion. Every vote for that 
deficit reduction plan was cast by a 
Democrat. It passed the House of Rep-
resentatives by one vote. In the Sen-
ate, it resulted in a tie that was broken 
by the Vice President of the United 
States, AL GORE. As a result of that ac-
tion, the United States has seen on an 
unprecedented amount of economic ex-
pansion. 

In April, we reached 107 months of 
consecutive economic growth, the long-
est period of economic growth in the 
history of this country. We are now 2 
months beyond that and still growing. 
We have created about 21 million new 
jobs. The majority of these jobs are 
high-wage jobs, high-paying jobs. We 
have had the lowest unemployment and 
the lowest inflation in 30 years. 

We talk about the size of Govern-
ment. Well, we have actually done 
something about the size of Govern-
ment as a result of the program Presi-
dent Clinton initiated and which was 
supported in the Senate in 1993 by a 
tie-breaking vote of Vice President 
GORE and in the House by one vote. We 
have cut the size of Government. We 
have talked about the Government 
continually getting smaller. Now it is 
about the same size as when President 
Eisenhower was President. We talked 
for a year or two about it being the size 
when President Kennedy was Presi-
dent. We have gone even beyond that. 

Home ownership is the highest in the 
history of this country. The country is 
doing very well. I hope we continue the 
record economic expansion because it 
does give us a historic opportunity. 

We need to save Social Security. We 
need to make sure it is strengthened. 
Now that it is going to be OK until 
about the year 2035, the President 
wants to move forward and make sure 
it is OK for another 20 to 30 years. We 
should do that as soon as we can. 

We should do something to expand 
Medicare so that prescription drugs are 
part of the program. It is no longer 
adequate that we have hospitalization 
and some doctor care for senior citi-
zens. It is important we realize they 
also need help with prescription drugs. 

People over the age of 65 get an aver-
age of 18 prescriptions filled every 
year. We need to do something about 
that. Sixty percent of senior citizens 
have trouble paying for prescription 
drugs. Some do not get the prescription 
drugs they need. Some, because they do 
not have enough money, take half a 
pill a day when they should take one 
pill a day. They split the pills. People 
are actually going without food for 
medicine. We need to make sure that 
we, in this richest country in the his-
tory of the world, the only superpower 

in the world, have some program for 
prescription drugs. I hope we do not 
squander this opportunity. 

This already is a Presidential cam-
paign issue. I think we should take a 
look at what the Republicans are say-
ing about Governor George W. Bush’s 
budget which there is going to be a tre-
mendous tendency to adopt on behalf 
of the majority. 

Senator JOHN MCCAIN says: 
But, more importantly, there is a funda-

mental difference here. I believe we must 
save Social Security. We must pay down the 
debt. We have to make an investment in 
Medicare. For us to put all the tax cuts—all 
of the surplus into tax cuts I think is not a 
conservative effort—I think it’s a mistake. 

Senator MCCAIN is right. This coun-
try has a debt of over $5 trillion. We 
should address that in this budget. We 
should not be going on speculative tax 
cuts. It seems the only thing the Gov-
ernor of Texas understands as a solu-
tion to a problem is a tax cut. We have 
an energy crisis. What does he rec-
ommend? A tax cut, about which I am 
sure the oil barons, the oil moguls in 
the Middle East, are jumping for joy. I 
guess George W. Bush thinks anytime 
the price of gas goes up, all the Govern-
ment has to do is lower the tax and 
continue producing as much oil as be-
fore, and it makes the Middle Eastern 
oil producers very happy. 

He also suggested an income tax cut, 
even though a week ago it was reported 
in the press all over the country that 
income tax rates are at their lowest in 
the majority of categories. Our taxes 
are lower than they have been for 40 to 
50 years, depending on which category 
one is in. Yet George W. Bush wants an 
income tax cut. Again, what Senator 
MCCAIN says about that is: 

Thirty-eight percent of Governor Bush’s 
tax cut goes to the wealthiest 1 percent of 
Americans. 

We have Members in the House who 
disagree with the budget of George W. 
Bush. LINDSEY GRAHAM says: 

It is a large tax cut that’s going to eat up 
all the surpluses if they come about. It does 
nothing, in my opinion, fiscally responsible 
to reduce the national debt. It doesn’t ad-
dress the Social Security issue. Here’s what 
Governor Bush said: ‘‘There’s plenty of 
money to take care of the debt, take care of 
Social Security and give you a big tax cut. 
The truth is this money is a projection 10 
years in the future and Congress’ spending 
plan is going to destroy the projection. If the 
economy goes south, he— 

Meaning George W. Bush— 
has dedicated all the surpluses to a tax cut. 
The $5.8 trillion debt needs to be addressed 
quickly. 

I could not agree more with Rep-
resentative LINDSEY GRAHAM. We have 
to address the debt. If we address the 
debt, we reduce the debt and it is a tax 
cut for everybody. We pay hundreds of 
billions of dollars on interest on the 
debt. If we did not do that, it would be 
money in everyone’s pocket, not just 
the 38 percent that goes to the wealthi-
est 1 percent of people in this country. 
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